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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

3. Claim 1 recites that the bearing element is rotatable with about an essentially vertical 
axis. The phrase "with about" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear to the examiner 
what the bearing element is rotatable with. 

4. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the same plane" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. In addition, it is unclear to the examiner exactly what the 
same plane as the steering axis is. This limitation renders the claim indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1, 2, and 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Muller 
(U.S.Pat. No. 3,831,970). 
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With respect to claim 1, Muller discloses a bearing element (element outside of beams 2 
inside wheels 1) supporting a wheel, a beam (2) on which the bearing element is mounted such 
that the bearing element is rotatable with about an essentially vertical axis, a suspension leg (15) 
connected to the beam and supported on the bodywork, a link (3) coupled to the bodywork and 
connected to the beam, and a stabilizer (8) coupled to the beam via arm (7). 

With respect to claim 2, the stabilizer is coupled to the beam by an elastic bearing (10). 

With respect to claim 5, the suspension leg is arranged in a position which is tilted with 
respect to the vertical (Figure 2). 

With respect to claim 6, the suspension leg lies in the same plane as the steering axis 
(Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 7, the link is attached to the bodywork by at least one hinged joint 

(A,). 

With respect to claim 8, the bearing element comprises a steering swivel (Figures 1 and 

2). 

With respect to claim 9, the bearing element comprises a spindle (Figures 1 and 2). 
With respect to claim 10, the suspension leg comprises a damper strut (column 4, lines 
65-67 and column 5, lines 1-6). 

7. Claims 1, 5-8, 10, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hespelt et al. (DE 44 09 571 Al). 

With respect to claim 1, Hespelt et al. discloses a bearing element (5) supporting a wheel, 
a beam (18) on which the bearing element is mounted such that the bearing element is rotatable 
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with about an essentially vertical axis, a suspension leg (combination of numerals 1, 2, and 3) 
connected to the beam and supported on the bodywork, a link (6) coupled to the bodywork and 
connected to the beam via bearing element (5), and a stabilizer (9) coupled to the beam. 

With respect to claim 5, the suspension leg is arranged in a position which is tilted with 
respect to the vertical (Figure 2). 

With respect to claim 6, the suspension leg lies in the same plane as the steering axis 
(Figure 2). 

With respect to claim 7, the link is attached to the bodywork by at least one hinged joint 
(joint where link 6 is attached to bodywork 10 in Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 8, the bearing element comprises a steering swivel (Figures 1 and 

2). 

With respect to claim 10, the suspension leg comprises a damper strut (3). 
With respect to claim 1 1, the suspension leg comprises a helical coil (1). 

8. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Murakami et al. 
(U.S. Pat. No. 4,883,287). 

With respect to claim 1, Murakami et al. discloses a bearing element (element outside of 
shaft 20) supporting a wheel, a beam (12) on which the bearing element is mounted such that the 
bearing element is rotatable with about an essentially vertical axis, a suspension leg (32) 
connected to the beam and supported on the bodywork, a link (28) coupled to the bodywork and 
connected to the beam, and a stabilizer (70) coupled to the suspension leg. 
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With respect to claim 2, the stabilizer is coupled to the suspension leg by an elastic 
bearing (78a and 78b in Figure 4). 

With respect to claim 3, the stabilizer is coupled to the suspension leg by ball and socket 
joint (72' in Figure 6). 

With respect to claim 4, the link is attached to the beam by ball and socket joint (26 in 
Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 5, the suspension leg is arranged in a position which is tilted with 
respect to the vertical (Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 6, the suspension leg lies in the same plane as the steering axis 
(Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 7, the link is attached to the bodywork by at least one hinged joint 

(30). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Annequin et al., Ziech, Carleer, Stinson, Bombinger et al., Frantzen, Gradu, Ignatius 
et al., Kincad et al., and Muller disclose similar suspension systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Drew J. Brown whose telephone number is 571-272-1362. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul N. Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Drew J Brown 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 
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